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National Institute Of Education

NIE is an autonomous institute of NTU and Singapore’s
national teacher education institute with a key role in shaping
Singapore’s education. Established in July 1991 through the
amalgamation of the Institute of Education and the College
of Physical Education, NIE has, through the years, positioned
itself as the leader in teacher education in Singapore by
producing high quality graduates who form the foundation
for a successful education system. NIE faculty has also won
numerous awards for their work and the research capacity
and output of NIE faculty has attracted much international
attention and accolades.
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Master of Arts in Teaching Chinese
as an International Language

With the rapid rise of China as a global economic powerhouse, there is
a growing worldwide trend of an increasing number of learners seeking
to master Chinese as an international language. Along with the rapid
growth of such learners is a corresponding sharp increase in demand
within the international market for more teachers who are properly
trained to teach Chinese in English-speaking regions.

The Master of Arts in Teaching Chinese as an International Language
(MA TCIL) programme is NIE's strategic response to this worldwide
trend. Offered by Asian Languages and Cultures Academic Group in NIE,
the programme aims to train and prepare educators who are bilingual in
both English and Chinese to teach Chinese in countries where Chinese
is not the dominant language. It is primarily targeted at educators who
desire to specialise in the theory and practice of teaching Chinese as a
foreign/second/international language to learners whose first language
is English (CIL learners).

Educators participating in MA TCIL will have an opportunity to
participate in an internship with an English-based international school in
Singapore where they would have an opportunity to observe at first hand
the practice of TCIL. However, availability of internship places is subject
to the internship selection criteria provided by the host international
schools in Singapore.
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Key programme features include:

1. An introduction to the Bilingual Approach (BA) teaching model
to teach students the proper methodology of using English as an aid
to help the learners master Chinese,

2. A combination of theory and practice, emphasising classroom
training to ensure that graduates are competent in teaching Chinese
in an English language teaching environment,

3. Use of the current most prevalent Chinese textbooks in English-
speaking countries as a teaching example to strengthen the teaching
of relevance,

4. In comparison with international programmes of similar nature, there
are 5 courses uniquely designed for this programme:

e MTCL801 Language Code: Theory and Practice

e MTCL803 Chinese-English Contrastive Analysis & Its Application
¢ MTCL80? Global Chinese and Contemporary China

® MTCL810 Ciritical Inquiry in TCIL

e MTCL811 Professional English for TCIL Instructors

Please refer to the Course Descriptions for details.

5. Through MTCL803 Chinese-English Contrastive Analysis & lts
Application, and MTCL811 Professional English for TCIL Instructors,
the students’ bilingualism and their ability in contrastive analysis
between Chinese and English language is strengthened, this enables
students to meet the future demands of work and daily life.

6. Increased opportunities for students to engage teaching in America,
Europe, Australia and New Zealand region after graduation.
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Duration of Study | {&15HAFR

The programme is offered both on a full-time and part-time basis.
As a full-time programme, the maximum candidature period is two years.
As a part-time programme, the maximum candidature period is four years.

22 AHIREMERIREM,
2HERENE—F (R1M2H) | FKAEBIRE; ERIRENR
HmE (EP2H) , RRABINSF,

Structure | 1RIEZ5H

Candidates must complete 11 courses (a total of 33 Academic Units (AUs))
in order to graduate.

FREHRIIANZURE, 8—RBA3TED,
FROTERERE (H331F50) A,



Entry Requirements | NZ 1

Applicant must possess:

* A recognized Bachelor’s degree where the medium of instruction is
Chinese or a postgraduate teacher education qualification
specialising in the teaching of Chinese approved by the University.

e Demonstrate proficiency in English, with College English Test (CET)
Band 6, Test for English Majors (TEM) Band 4, [ELTS 6.0, TOEFL 500,
or such other qualifications that are recognised by the University.

For applicants who have not participated in any of the above English tests,
NIE may conduct a separate entry English test for them. The university
reserves the final say and decision on prerequisites for the applications.

o REENEARFEIAZINANAZARZEZ2 M (BUGER
R FNBEBHFLTIXE,

o EXHGMEVIAE T IIIRERAI—IN:
- REARZRIEEG (CET) 6%

FEZIEESR (TEM) 44

#E (IELTS) 6.0

% (TOEFL) 500
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MRABEREEE EARNER, WASIHEILIZEZRAR
WRBEANEE, HEERETITHRIBEATE, KEREAZHERH
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Course Descriptions | &IBARRAN A

MTCL801 Language Code: Theory and Practice (3 AUs)

This course focuses on the theory and practice for the teaching
of Hanyu Pinyin and Chinese characters - the language codes for
oral and written Chinese - in the context of TCIL. Topics include:
the properties and characteristics of Hanyu Pinyin and the Chinese
characters; pedagogy in the teaching of the language codes; making
use of the special features of Hanyu Pinyin and Chinese characters to
enhance the teaching and learning of language skills.

MTCL801 RiEEBHFSHA (3%45)
FEEHRERNERZFRREHENXFZRZNERS TE. W
REERE: NEHE. XFFERECREEBIE R R
FROXIBHZRREHE. NFEREE, URANARDHRAXEH
BN FRARE R HEBIER I E,

MTCL802 Vocabulary & Grammar: Theory and Practice (3 AUs)
This course provides a comprehensive study of the effective teaching
of vocabulary and grammar to CL2 learners. Topics include: a general
introduction to Chinese vocabulary and grammar; a contrastive
study between Chinese and English at the morphological level; word
meaning and its teaching; the multi-dimensional relationship among
Chinese words and its teaching; the teaching of content words and
function words; the process and methodology of teaching Chinese
grammar to L2 learners; textual organization, lexical and grammatical
cohesion in L2 teaching.

MTCL802 RiBRLCSEEHE (3%5)
FREHREFROOERZ DA E Bt TOERICAEE R Z .
REIERE: NERCEARR. XERAEER. NEHFEF
RRAXEBRE, NERESHEXATERZHOLE, SELANER
MHZ, NBBEEREIRRITE. XNBBERREDT. NERE
HANREIE RS,



MTCL803 Chinese-English Contrastive Analysis & Its
Application (3 AUs)

This course deals with Chinese-English contrastive analysis, theories
and practice of translation and its application in TCIL. Topics
include: an introduction to synchronically contrastive linguistics and
the problems in translation; contrastive analysis at the phonetic,
orthographical, lexical, semantic and syntactic levels; dealing with
non-equivalence at these levels; textual non-equivalence and
translation; cultural differences and translation; the role of the base-
language in the teaching and learning of the target-language; the
principles and techniques in using translation as a supplementary
tool in TCIL.

MTCL803 XEMN L REEHZFHNMA (3%5)
RRBEHRNEXN LS |ENATERERZHEREL, R
MAE. RREERE: ESMHAFBERNERREXRE-, N&
BERPEREGNERLEAFPOLE, NRELC, B85 R
BEEMONEREEFRTNOLE, XNEXEERNES#E, X
RN BFEERNERZPNNAS,

MTCL804 Teaching of Listening & Speaking in TCIL (3 AUs)
This course closely examines the theoretical principles and micro-skills
involved in the teaching of listening and speaking skills in TCIL from both
the receptive and productive perspectives. Topics include: uncovering
the teaching philosophy underlying the teaching of listening and
speaking skills through an investigation of teaching materials; listening
and the teaching of receptive skills; designing and developing listening
tasks; speaking and the teaching of productive skills; designing and
developing speaking tasks; an integrated approach to the teaching of
the receptive and productive spoken skills.

MTCL804 XiEMEKERF (3F7)

FIRBEMNEZEWA LA A EHRERIER 2 OERERFN
B RWMHRET. RAETERE: BMPAEINOERERK
FEHS. BRERADRENG . MARPESRITEHREIRE, &£
RO RIE R BENS . IRIERPESIRITSRFEIE. BRAERKE
HiBEESRENESHT
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Course Descriptions | &EAANA

MTCL805 Teaching of Reading & Writing in TCIL (3 AUs)

This course closely examines the theoretical principles and micro-
skills involved in the teaching of reading and writing skills in TCIL
from both the receptive and productive perspectives. Topics include:
uncovering the teaching philosophy underlying the teaching of
reading and writing skills through an investigation of teaching
materials; reading and the teaching of receptive skills; designing and
developing reading tasks; writing and the teaching of productive
skills; designing and developing writing tasks; an integrated approach
to the teaching of the receptive and productive written skills.

MTCL805 RiEHHEIEZEHTF (3%5)

FIREMERA LR N AR RERERZ P BEERERT
MEERNMHMAETT, REETERE: BMHHAGINBEE
RERFER. BRERERENG. RERFESKITESHRZEL
2. ERUESFERENG. SERFESRITSRZEIRE. #RN
ERMEPEIESRENAESHE. IEPEHBEREASHT.

MTCL806 Application of Information Technology in TCIL (3 AUs)
This course equips students with the fundamental knowledge and
skills to effectively integrate IT in TCIL. Topics include: the theory and
practice for the application of IT in TCIL; using IT to facilitate problem-
based learning; different input methods at the character and word
level; e-translation techniques and effective use of e-dictionary; when
and how to infuse IT into the teaching of listening, speaking, reading
and writing; IT and assessment; knowledge management and TCIL.

MTCL806 ERBHXEEMRNERFHHNA (3F7)
RERHSZEZEETHEXNENE R BIES T AR
REBHZENTE. RAETERE: BRXNERZR AT IRRK
MR 7A. EfRXERZ PR E MR EESE R0 M
AT REENES RERT. B TENRERZEENEK
7EF.



MTCL807 Language Testing & Assessment in TCIL (3 AUs)
This course introduces students to the basic theory and practice of
CL2 testing and assessment. Topics include: principles and types of
L2 testing; the characteristics of L2 testing and assessment; designing,
developing and administering L2 tests; constructing test items for
grammar, vocabulary, phonology and Chinese characters; constructing
test items for listening, speaking, reading and writing; analysing and
interpreting test statistics; comparative study of Chinese language
tests for L2 learners in mainland China, Taiwan and USA.

MTCL8O07 XMk S i (3%7)
FRERAFHBINBEFEAETESNHNERE RS A, ARE
EHE: FLEBSNHNEARRE, KB, HrRENATE FZ
BEENEIRTT. AHELE, EESMNIRERSIES KENEHES
S, MRAEROITSNAE, PE. SERREERENIR
HILER Ao

MTCL808 The Analysis & Development of Instructional
Materials for TCIL (3 AUs)

This course discusses in detail the design and development of effective
TCIL instructional materials through the in-depth analysis of a range
of textbooks and course materials. Topics include: the classification
of TCIL instructional materials; the contrastive analysis of 3 sets of
TCIL Textbooks, viz, “New Practical Chinese Reader”, “Integrated
Chinese” and "Basic Spoken Chinese”, which are representative
of the native-editor paradigm, overseas-Chinese-editor paradigm
and non-native-editor paradigm; the design and development of
instructional materials for the teaching of linguistic knowledge and
language skills; effective development of language activities.

MTCL808 B M54l (3%45)

FNREEI N EREBITEM BN LD HIRARN, F40iA
EFROERZ R UAHT BIMES BRI S RS U RN
MPEHIR TR ERZEED . ABRETERE: ERGEBRMELR,
(FERAXERA)  (PXFRET) . (EMHPX: W55
FZHEMRRUTNESHR, ESANIRMIES KEMBERMF
MIRITHIRE, HAEDRRITNRES.
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Course Descriptions | &EAANA

MTCL809 Global Chinese and Contemporary China (3 AUs)
This course is made up of two components - Global Chinese and
Contemporary China. Global Chinese deals with the issues involved
in the global spread of Chinese against the backdrop of China’s re-
emergence as an economic powerhouse. Topics include: defining
the global status of a language; the global spread of Chinese; the
three concentric circles of Mandarin users; barriers to the spread of
Chinese; regional varieties of Chinese; the teaching of Chinese as a
heritage language; the shift from the ‘welcome era’ to the ‘venture
out era’ and the transformation from TCFL to TCIL; Singapore’s role
as a transit-hub in the spread of global Chinese.

Contemporary China investigates the political, economic and cultural
aspects of contemporary China and discusses its interaction with and
impact on the international community in a globalized world. Topics
include: a reinvestigation of contemporary China; China and the
global economy; China and global politics; China and international
relations; China and Southeast Asia, with special reference to
Singapore; China and the Chinese diaspora.

MTCL809 XiEErfZ &S UAhE (3%57)
NIEERMEERRERRPERENZF2REE R TIEERERE
FEHMNOBEXEHE. IRETERE: 2HESNEX. 2FEN
ZKEDE. SOEERME BN RENWED . NEXBESE
B, EFESHFE. N BEHEK B EHE WERXERFE
EER. FIRAE X EE ME R R I

HUARPERERAANTEETE2RUATFZT, HHYATENK
By BFEXMETRANDTNINE, #—LERTHESHR
EANNEDX R, ARTERE: YRTENEHRHEM. FESH
e, PESHKBUR. FESERMR. RES KL
. PESHREA.



MTCL810 Critical Inquiry in TCIL (3 AUs)

This capstone course requires each participant to undertake and
write up a small-scale study. In the study, the participant needs to
identify a problem related to language teaching or learning that
forms the focus of inquiry, locate and read the most relevant literature,
and undertake data collection and analysis to generate potential
solution(s) to the identified problem. The solution(s) should show
evidence that the participant is able to take the available information
and restructure it in an appropriate way to deal with the problem.

MTCL810 #iH&ER (3%4%)
FRREFEZIERNERFPEXERMENRIRT, SEEF
FANBAED. REZTEDPA=ZTED: — B EZARMG
RN, BEHFLEEFRESEMABENMRAE; =, 51SF4EH
BREBAREXNBREESHEE, EEEEERNMRTE;
= 2. FEZEDPANARRE, BRSHFRTNENR, #
R P LRI ARIBE N o

MTCL811 Professional English for TCIL Instructors (3 AUs)
This course equips native-TCIL instructors with the professional
English that will enable them to function effectively in an English-
dominant working environment. Topics include: preparation of CV
and interviewing for the position of a TCIL instructor; functional
English inthe TCIL classroom, e.g. giving verbal or written instructions
and comments in English; work-related professional English, which
includes communicating with colleagues and parents via email,
filling up forms and the writing of academic progress reports.

MTCL811 EfRERMEZ W KE (3F7)
FREBERERBETENETERNERND TR T I RIEREE,
RERE=ZNAE: — NBERERITAHRNRIERE, M
BHRHHE. KRERHPREOERXIZ, = BRXEREHR
FHAFHREDENBERERE, W: MAREHTIERZ
REAZREFNRERFPIRETENREEN, = ZRITRIES
FRTWREDBEEANES, W SRAFE. KKHATOIENBHER
BN URIASRIERBN B EREIRENEN,
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Application | FHIEREZFF

Application is open in June for admission in January the following
year. Applications may be made online. Hard copies of all supporting
documents must be submitted within one week from the date of
successful online submission.

For more information on application details, please visit
www.nie.edu.sg/gpl/appl_course.htm

BIRZEEBFECALMHAE (BF1AAND) | HEFHBEEN—FE
RNEREHERBEME,
BXRHIRHER, BEITMNLER:

www.nie.edu.sg/gpl/appl_course.htm

Fees | #1278 H

Tuition fees are subject to revision on a yearly basis.

For more information on the current tuition fees, please visit
www.nie.edu.sg/gpl/fees.htm

REERASFRAEYEE,
BREFRETRRER, B TIIMLLER:

www.nie.edu.sg/gpl/fees.htm

Further Queries | ARE1F1E

For more information, please visit our website at
www.nie.edu.sg/matcil or e-mail us at nieadmpp@nie.edu.sg

EFE M www.nie.edu.sg/matcil
FEHEMHS: nieadmpp@nie.edu.sg
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